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Reply to Office Action of May 25, 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1- (Currently Amended) A reinforced trinj panel assembly for a vehicle body panel 
comprising: 

a first trim panel member adjacent to a second trim panel member along a fust seam; and 
a reinforcement bracket disposed between said tiim panel members and the vehicle body 
pan e la, and panels wh erein said reinforcement bracket is positioned over said first seam and 
secured to a back side, of each of said first trim panel member and said second trim panel 
member t ising a faatca i Rg meona, vvhorcin said reinforccmont braoket absorbs to absorb a force 
from an impact to said trim panel ass e mbl y members to prevent separation of said first seam. 

2. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The reinforced trim panel assembly as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein said first trim panel member is generally planar and extends vertically and 
longitudinally a predetermined distance, and said second trim panel member is generally planar 
and extends vertically and longitudinally a predetermined distance. 

3. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The reinforced trim panel assembly as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein said reinforcement monibor bracket is generally planar and has a shape 
corresponding to the shape of said integral first trim panel member and said second trim panel 
member, and also extends longitudinally and vertically a predetermined distance, so that at least 
a portion of said fust seam is covered by said reinforcement member bracket . 

4. (Currently Amended) A reinforced trim panel asaemhiy or , flat fnrth iti Qliiim i fr^ 
a vehicle body pane] comprising: 
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a first trim pane^ member adjacent to a second trim panel member along a first seam: and 
a reinforcement bracket dispose d between said trim panel members and the vcliicle body 
panel wherei n said reinforcement bracket is positioned over said first seam and secured to a 
back side of each of said first trim panel member and said second trim panel member to absorb a 
force fi-om a n impact to said trim panel members to prevent separation of said firsi seam: 

wherein said reinforcement bracket includes an energy absorption aperture for absorbing 
energy applied to said reinforcement bracket. 

5. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The reinforced trim panel assembly as set forth m 
claim 4. wherein said energy absorbing apeiturc includes a longitudinally extending slot 
bisecting said energy absQtfei«g absorption aperture. 

6. (CurrenUy Amended) [[A]] The reinforced tiim panel as set foith in claim [[!]] 4 
wherein said a fastening means is a sorow used to secure said reinforcement bracket to said first 
trim panel m ember and said second trim panel member . 

7. (Currently Amended) A reinforced trim panel assembly attached to a body panel 
of a vehicle comprising: 

a first trim panel member that is generally planar and extends vertically and 
longitudinally a predetermined distance; 

second trim panel member adjacent to said first trim panel member along a first seam, 
and said second trim panel member is generally planar and extends vertically and longitudinally 
a predetermined distance; and 
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a reinforcement bracket disposed between said trim panel me ftiber members and the 
vehicle body pan e ls panel and positioned over said first seam and secured to a back side of each 
of said first trim panel member and said second trim panel member using a fast e ning ii ^aas^ 
wherein said reinforcement inembeF bracket is generally planar and has a shape coiresponding to 
the shape of said integral first trim panel member and said second trim panel member, and also 
extends longitudinally and vertically a predetermined distance, so that at least a portion of said 
first seam is covered by said reinforcement m^ibef bracket, and said reinforcement bracket 
absorbs a force from an impact to said trim panel assembly members to prevent separation of 
said first seam. 

8, (Currently Amended) A reinforced trim panel assembly as-se i forth in claim -? 
attached to a bodv panel of a vehicle comprising: 

a first trim panel member that is generally planar and extends vertically and 
longitudinally a predetermi ned distance: 

second trim panel member adjacent to said first trim panel member along a first seam, 
and said second trim panel member is generally planar and extends vertically and longitudinally 
a predetermined distance: and 

a reinforcement bracket disposed between said trim panel members and the vehicle bodv 
panel, and positioned over said first seam and secured to a back side of each of said first trim 
pane! member and said second trim panel member, wherein said reinforcement bracket is 
generally planar and has a shape corresponding to the shape of said first trim panel member and 
said second trim panel member, and also extends longitudinally and vertically a predetennined 
distance, so that at least a portion of said first seam is covered by said reinforcement bracket, and 
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said reinforcement bracket absorbs a force from an impact to said trim panel members to prevent 
separation of said first seam: 

wherein said reinforcement bracket includes an energy absorption aperture for absorbing 
energy applied to said reinforcement bracket. 

9. (Currently Amended) {[A]] Tlie reinforced trim panel assembly as set forth in 
claim 8, wherein said energy absorbing aperture includes a longitudinally extending slot 
bisecting said energy absorbing aperture. 

10. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The reinforced trim panel as set forth in claim [[7]] S 
wherein sead a fastening means is a screw used to secure said reinforcement bracket to said first 
trim panel member and said second trim panel member . 

11. (Currently Amended) A trim paxiel assembly attached to a body panel of a 
vehicle comprising: 

a first trim panel member that is generally planar and extends vertically and 
longitudinally a predetermined distance; 

a second trim panel member adjacent said first ti-im panel member along a first seam, and 
said second trim panel member is generally planar and extends vertically and longitudinally a 
predetermined distance; 

a third trim panel member adjacent a lower edge of said second trim panel member along 
a second seam, and said tliird trim panel member is generally planar and extends vertically and 
longitudinally a predetermined distance; and 
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a reinforcement bracket disposed between said trim panel members and tlie vehicle body 
panels, and positioned over said first seam and said second seam, and secured to each of said 
first trim panel member, said second trim panel member, and said third trim panel member using 
a fastening means, wherein said reinforcement member is generally planar and has a shape 
corresponding to the shape of said integral first trim panel member, second trim panel member, 
j and third trim panel member and also extends longitudinally and vertically a predetermined 

distance, so that ai least a portion of said first seam and second seam is covered by said 
reinforcement member, and said reinforcement bracket absorbs a force from an impact to said 
trim panel a ss e mbly members to prevent separation of said first seam or said second seam . 

12. (Original) A trim panel assembly as set forth in claim 11 wherein said 
reinforcement bracket includes an energy absolution aperture for absorbing energy applied to 
said reinforcement bracket. 

13. (Currently Amended) A trim panel assembly as set forth in claim 12, wlicrein 
said energy absorbing aperture includes a longitudinally extending slot bisecting said energy 
absorbing absorption apertm-e. 

14. (Original) A trim panel as set forth in claim 1 1 wherein said fastening means is a 

screw. 



Page 6 of & 



PAGE 7/9' RCVD AT 8/17/200S 9:10:21 AM [Eastern Daylight Tim^^ 



